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XXII. R£marh on the Genus Veronica. By yames "Edward Simth^ M. D, 

F. R. S. Prejident of the Linnean Society. 


Read May 4, 1790. 


HE 2^enus of Veronica is one of the inofl: familiar to Enro- 



- 1 . pean botanifts. Its generic character is among the clearefl: 
and mod decifive, and its fpecies in general as well afceitained as 
thofe of mod large genera. Neverthelels fome of them are dill ob- 
feure; and as this obfeurity has in many indances originated with 


the great Linnaeus himfelf, the removal of it is only to be expe6led 
from the invedigation of his Herbarium and original manuferipts. 


The various remarks which I have made on this genus fliall be 
the fubje6l of the following Paper. Not that they are all that re¬ 
main to be made, but they are all about which I am certain. As 
far as they go they will ferve to corre6l long-edabliilied errors, and 
will therefore be not quite unworthy notice; though they may 
hereafter be much increafed, and perhaps correcled, by the en¬ 
quiries of myfelf or others. 


Dies diem docet. 

I take the fpecies on which I have any thing to remark in the 


order in which they dand in the fourteenth edition of Syftema 

Vegetabilium, 
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3. 'V^fpuna is Veronica fpicata anguftifolia. C. B, Pin, 246, as ap¬ 
pears from the Sherardian Herbarium at Oxford. 

10. V. officinalis /5 is mod certainly a diftindt fpecies from the com¬ 
mon a. It is plentiful on the Alps of Switzerland and France; 
and I have frequently compared it, in its native foil, with the 
common V. offic. growing in the fame place. 

I prefer the name of V. Allionii, which has been given it 
by Villars, to that of V. pyrenaica, by which Allioni has 
diftinguifhed it, as it is by no means peculiar to the Pyrenean 
Mountains. Its fpecific charadler is as follows: 

V. AUionii^ fpicis lateralibus pedunculatis, foliis oppofitis 
fubrotundis nitidis rigidis, caule glabro reptante. 

V. Allionii. Villarsj Plantes de Dauphmey v. ii. p. 8. 

V. pyrenaica. AIL Flo, Ped, 265, t. 46, f. 3. 

V. No. 2. Gerard, Flo, Gall, Prov, 322. 

Defcription, 

perennial, creeping. -. 

Stem round, fmooth, procumbent, creeping very far. 

L eaves roundilh, or obovate, firm, rigid, totally different in 
fubftance from thofe of V. officinalis, fmooth, fhining, 
crenate, paler on the under fide. 

Spikes oval, dcnfe, on long footftalks. 

Flowers very numerous, violet-coloured, of a different figure 
from thofe of V. officinalis. 

Villars mentions a variety with hairy leaves and Item, 
which I have never feen. 

12. V. kamtfchatica^ Linn. Supp. 83, appears to me a variety of V. 

aphylla, only differing in the greater fize of all its parts. The 

circumllance . 
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circumftance of the hairs being articulated like a conferva, is 
common to both plants, as well as the ferrated leaves. We 
may rejoice to get rid of fo uncouth a trivial name as kamt^ 
fchatica\ and indeed all trivial names taken from the countries 
of plants, are now generally laid afide by the more accurate 
and fcientific botanifls. 

15. V. alplna is now certainly known to grow in Britain, having 

been found in the Highlands of Scotland by Mr. Dickfon in 
1786, and not before in this ifland; what has been taken for 

it being either a large variety of V. ferpyllifolia, or V. fruti- 
culofa. 

28. V. multifida* The fynonym of Buxbaum applied by Linnseus 

to this plant, belongs in fact toV.orientails, Hort.Kew.* The 
real V. multifida is only known by an original fpecimen in 
the Linnean Herbarium from Siberia, by which it appears to 
be totally diftindl from V. auftriaca (with which moft people 
confound it) and all the varieties of that plant. Its leaves are 
multipartite, their laciniae pinnatifid, with the lobes decur¬ 
rent. 

Calyx quinquefid, perfectly fmooth. 

It appears not to turn black or brown in drying, as V. 
auftriaca does. 

The fynonyms of Jacq. Flo. Auftr. t. 329, quoted by 
Murray, ought of courfe to be excluded. 

30. V. latifolia. To this fpecies is now by common confent referred 

the V. pfeudo-chamxdrys of Jacquin, which indeed fcarcely 
can be deemed even a variety. V. Teucrium and V. pilofa of 
Linnaeus feem alfo to belong to the fame fpecies; but, as I 

* V. heterophylla. Salifb, Tc^, tab. 4. 

2 have 
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have no original I'pecimens of thefe two plants, I cannot de-* 
termine the matter with ablolute certainty. The long de- 

feription of V. pilofa, Sp. PI. 1664, is by Linnaeus erafed from 

his own copy, which looks as if he had not been quite clear 
in his ideas on the lubjedl, 

32. V. agrejils^ and 

♦ 

33. V. arvenjis^ are both always found wdth white flowers in the 

environs of Rome. 

37 - V. romana ought certainly to be excluded. All its fynonyms, in 

the firfl edition of Species Plantarum, belong to V. acinifolia; 
and the fpecimen in the Linnean Herbarium, from which the 
fpecific difference (as w'ell as the defeription, Mant, 317) was 
made, is moft certainly nothing elfe than V. peregrina. 

V. romana, AUion. Flo. Ped. No. 289, t. 85, f. 2, VUlars Dauph, 

V. ii. p. 19, feems alfo to me to be a variety of V. acinifolia, 

* * 

38. V. acinifolia. The figure of Vaillant is excellent. 

39. V. peregrina. Its fpecific chara6ler ought to be thus amended : 

V. floribus folitariis feffilibus, foliis oblongis obtufiufculis den- 
tatis integi'ifque, caule eredo. 

Fig. 407 of Flo. Dan. leems to be intended for this plant, 
but it is one of the mofl wretched that can be conceived; the 
leaves are there reprefented as ovate and acute. Morifon s 
figure, § iii. t. 24, f. 19, exprefles tolerably well the upper 
part of the plant with entire leaves. 

This fpecies is a native of Sweden and Denmark. I have alfo 
a wild fpecimen gathered by Commerlbn at Buenos Ayres. 

The 
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The lov^'cr leaves arc almoft always obtufely dentated; the 
upper ones among the flowers as con flan tly entire. 

V. hiloba^ Mant. 2. 172, is accidentally omitted by Murray. It is the 
V. orientalis, Ocymi folio, flore minimo, of Tournefort’s Corolla 
and Herbarium. 

The fpecific chara6fer and defeription in Linnasus’s Mantifla 
are very faulty; and the fynonyms of Columna {Ecphr, t. 290) 
and G. Bauhin (Pin, 249) have no kind of aflinity to the Lin- 
ncan plant. 

The following defeription was made from the Tournefortian 
Herbarium, when I named the plant V. rubiacea; but as V. bi- 
loba is a good name already printed, it ought not to be changed. 
V. floribus folitai’iis, foliis cordato-lanceolatis dentatis, calycinis 

a^qualibus ovatis acuminatis trinerviis. 

V. biloha Linn, exclufis lyn. Bauh. & Columnse. 

V. arvenfis annua, Chamsedryos folio. Buxh. C. I, p. 24, t. 36. 
Root fibrous, annual. 

Stem three or four inches high, erefl, branched, downy. 

Leaves on fliort footftalks, cordato-lanceoJate, acute, ferrated, 
fcarcely hairy. 

Flowers folitary, on footftalks, about the top of the ftem and 
branches, alternate. 

Bra^ea lanceolate, acute, entire, flightly ciliated, a little longer 
than the footftalks of the flowers. 

Calyx of the fruit much enlarged, of four leaves, ciliated, equal, 
ovate, acute, each marked with three nerves, and not unlike 
the leaves of fome fpecies of Rubia or Galium: they much 
exceed the corolla and capfule in length. 

Corolla fmall, white. 

C c 
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Capfule obcordate, downy. 

Tournefort gathered this plant in the corn-fields of Cappa¬ 
docia. It may be inferted into the Syftema Veg. next to V. aci- 
nifolia. 

w 

I lliall conclude this paper with the two following fpecies of 
Veronica, defcribed at the fame time from Tournefort’s Herbarium^ 

V. gentlanoldes corymbo terminal! hirfuto, folds radicalibus lance- 
olatis acutis fubcrenatis nudis. 

V. orientalis eredla Gentianellae foliis. ^ourn, Carol, et Herb, 

V. creifta Blattarise facie. Buxb, C, i, p. 23, t. 35. 

Gathered by Tournefort in Cappadocia, by Buxbaum in Arme*» 

nia : Dr. J. Sibthorp allb found it in his tour to the eaft. 

This fpecies ought tp Hand next V. bellidioides, to which it is 
next akin, though perfedtly diftindl, ^ 

Root perennial. . 

The radical leaves are oppofite, lanceolate, acute, irregularly 
crenate, marked with three nerves, perfedtly fmooth, pale and 
fomewhat cartilaginous in the margin, and veiy much refemble 
thofe of Gentiana acaulis. Thofe on the ftem are ftrikingly dif¬ 
ferent, obtufe and hairy. 

Stem afcending, fmooth below, hairy in the upper part. 

Corymbus fomewhat fpiked, confifting of many flowers. 

Tootjialks hairy. 

Calyx hairy, quadrifid, equal. 

Corolla large, beautiful, of a deep blue. 

Anthera heart-fhaped, large. 


^ V. gentianoides. Vahl Symb, Bot^p, 
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The figure of Buxbaum erroneoufly reprefcnts the plant alto¬ 
gether fmooth, and the floral leaves acute. 

Y.fl'ifonms^ floribus folitariis, foliis cordatis crenatis pcdunculo bre- 
vioribus, calycinis lanceolatis. 

V. orientalis, foliis hederai terreftris, magno flore. Tourn, Cor, et 
Herb. Buxb, C, i, p. 25, t. 40, f. I. 

Gathered by Tournefort in the eaft. Buxbaum fays it grows 
about hedges in Bithynia. It iliould be placed next to V. hede- 

rifolia. 

Root appears to be annual. 

Stems filiform, procumbent. 

Leaves alternate, on fliort footflalks, fubrotundo-cordate, crenate> 
(not lobed or cut) notches about three on each fide, clothed 
with a few fcattercd articulated hairs, as in V. hcderifolia. 
Flowers folitary, axillary, large. 

Footjlalks filiform, downy, three times longer than the leaves* 
Leaves of the Calyx equal, lanceolate, (lightly downy. 

Corolla twice as long as the calyx, fpreading, blue. 

Cap fide obcordate, reticulated. 

This plant is very like V. hcderifolia in many refpet 5 ls, but is 
fufficiently diftinguilhed from that fpeciesby its leaves being ere- 

nate and not five-lobed, the fegments of its calyx lanceolate, 
not ovate, and by the very long filiform footftalks of its flowers. 
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